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Dear Valley friends,
Relationships. Spirituality. Stewardship. Opportunities. Those words summarize the
goals we’ve adopted for the coming year—through action by our Council and at our
annual meeting (charge conference). Say them with me:
Relationships. Spirituality. Stewardship. Opportunities.
“Relationship” grows out of the discoveries we made during our summer of Befriending. We’ve learned something about conversations that go beyond chit-chat, about
knowing and being known, together. So, our first goal is: “Practice continued growth in
relationship and connection among one another, with newcomers, and within our
neighborhood.” We know what to do. We’ll be doing more of it.
“Spirituality” is because we have become, like many churches, rather religious without
much visible spirituality. In a culture where many self-described “spiritual but not religious” people look anywhere but the church to satisfy their spiritual longings. This
makes me wonder: Has our religion disconnected us from a lively, visible spirituality?
How do we reverse that?
And where is spirituality in our decision making; Is it materially different from a corporation’s or a social club’s? We pray “Thy will be done,” but are we seeking to discern
and do God’s will when we lead our church? A recent Discernment Retreat has challenged us to change that. We’re saying YES, and all this prompted our second goal:
Deepen our spirituality and our collective discernment and following of God’s will.
“Stewardship,”—our third focus—is pretty self-explanatory. Exercise wise stewardship
of our building, our grounds, our finances, our leaders, and all who serve. We seek to
care well for all that is entrusted to us—including our people and our collective energy.
I often tell people: Don’t keep doing something for the church that feels like drudgery
to you. We’ll find someone else, or we’ll stop doing it. Seriously. That’s one of the
ways we’ll seek this goal.

“Opportunities” is my favorite word in this list. It says we’re going to be nimble, grabbing hold of things that God will send our way—while still being mindful of their interplay with the first three goals. Here’s how our final goal says it: Seize opportunities to
bring good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives, recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor (Luke
4.18-19a). Jesus’ job description is ours, too.
So, if you wonder what’s coming next, let these words come to mind. Lean into them.
Relationships. Spirituality. Stewardship. Opportunities.
Pray over them. Ask God to make them real in our midst, and in our hearts. It’s what
we get to do together, and I for one can’t wait.
Blessings, Pastor Lee
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NOVEMBER
LECTIONARY
November 6
Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

Luke 20:27-38

November 13
Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm 118
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19
November 20
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Luke 1:68-69
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43
November 27
Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm 122
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

Next VV Deadline:
November 18, 2022
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MISSION AND OUTREACH
DMARC
FOOD PANTRY
October
DONATIONS

$300

Thank you for your support!

GIVING TREE FOR
NOVEMBER
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bill Hillyard
Women at the Well Ministry
For our Stewardship efforts as
we plan for 2023 ministry.
For our elections and candidates willing to serve.
Women at the Well
Pastor Lee and the mission
and ministry at Valley UMC

EQUITY AND JUSTICE CONVERSATION
UMC Bishops call for a rejection of the “idolatry of guns.”

The Equity and Justice Team wants people to keep in mind that gun
homicides are one indicator of the injustices around us. Sixty-one percent of those killed by guns are people of color. With this in mind, we
are sharing these words from the Bishops of the United Methodist
Church.
The Bishops of our church met in August and unanimously affirmed a
statement addressing gun violence. They are concerned about gun violence in the US as well as around the globe.
We know from headlines about the rise in mass shootings, but the US
has experienced a rise in gun deaths overall. More Americans died of
gun related injuries in 2020 than in any other year on record. In all
45,222 people in the US died that year from gun homicides or suicides.
This gun violence has taken a personal toll on United Methodists. The
Rev. Autura Eason-Williams, a district superintendent and former episcopal candidate, was fatally shot in an apparent carjacking in Memphis,
Tennessee. Our Bishops took time to mourn her death during their meeting.
The Bishops urged United Methodists to pray, study the Bible, and contact their elected leaders. They shared in a letter to the members of Congress: “As people of prayer, we followers of Jesus are called to be
“counter-cultural change makers”. To that end we must reject the idolatry of guns and the distorted attachments to our right to own guns without safeguards to the communities of the world.” Find the letter and
other information from UM News.
United Methodists have long been committed to transforming the world
to be more like Christ’s example. The Bishops consider their letter a
call to prayer and a call to action. The statement goes on to urge congregations to collaborate with ecumenical and interfaith partners as
they share in public witness. How can Valley UMC join in this effort?

The Missions Team decided to
support the focus WDM Human
Services has on its wish lists for
November and December.
Grocery gift
cards are
requested early
in November
for Thanksgiving meals.
Purchase a card from your favorite grocery store and drop in the
basket on the sound booth or
place in the offering plate. Cards
will be accepted until November
20.
The Giving Tree is focusing on
toys and teen gift cards in November. Place your unwrapped
toy items or your gift cards under
the giving tree by December 10.
Grocery Gift Cards by
November 20
Toys and Teen Gift Cards by
December 10
Thank you for the support for our
community. Contact Rusty Lewis, Mission Team Chair, if you
have questions.
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CWS BLANKET
PROGRAM

2022 ADVENT MISSIONS
Heifer International—Since 1944, Heifer International has worked to bring help, healing and hope to
millions of impoverished families worldwide. In areas
where hunger and despair once prevailed, Heifer
programs have reinvigorated communities through
livestock, training and Passing on the Gift.

It only takes $10 to buy a blanket for someone in need. Make a
difference in the lives of others
by making a donation for CWS.
You may donate through our
GIVE option on our website:
valleyumc.org or mark blankets
on the memo line of your check.

GOAL: 150 BLANKETS
TO DATE: 98

AMOS (A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy) leads central Iowa in community organizing. With initiatives that develop leaders, strengthen institutions and act on public issues, AMOS seeks to channel individual
action into a responsible and powerfully organized force for the common good. You can read about AMOS’ recent wins in children’s mental
health and affordable housing at their web page. The 1-on-1 conversations we held earlier this year are an example of the work AMOS promotes within churches and other bodies, to strengthen relationships and
leadership. AMOS makes a difference in central Iowa and we are glad
to be part of that.
Please make your contribution payable to Valley UMC with the specific mission
designation on the memo line of your check.

MEALS FROM
THE HEARTLAND
Valley UMC continues to provide $500 every other month to
support the meal program at
Children and Family Urban
Movement. Our efforts were
boosted this summer with a
$1500 mission grant from the
Valley UMC Foundation.
A group from Valley UMC packaged meals with Meals from the Heartland this past week. The group joined approximately 75 other volunteers
to package 5,940 meal packets that will be shipped to provide 35,650
meals to hungry children locally and around the world.

You may contribute to the
CFUM supper club at any time.
Just mark your checks CFUM
meals.
Thank you for your support!

Volunteer opportunities are ongoing, you can volunteer individually or
with a group at any time. Just two hours can make a difference in helping others and helping Meals from the Heartland’s vision: empowering
people to help starving children. Learn more about Meals from the
Heartland or to sign up to volunteer here.

REGGIE’S SLEEPOUT

Thank you to the volunteers: Emory Cleveland, Starr Himes, John
Hooker, Rusty Lewis, Sheila Madsen, Jaci Vega, Rose Marie Webb and
to Teresa Cleveland for volunteering and organizing the event for Valley
UMC.

Watch for a recap from our
youth next month. It’s not too
late to donate; just note
“Reggies” on your check.

$720 collected
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All Saints Day—Sunday, November 6
Remembering ones who have gone before us.
Also welcoming new members and kicking off our
Stewardship campaign.

Veterans Day—Sunday, November 13
A Tribute to our Veterans.
If you are new to Valley UMC and are a veteran, we invite you to
submit a photo for our Veteran’s Day presentation.
Contact the church office if you have questions or send your
photos to office@valleyumc.org.

A Special Sunday—Sunday, November 20
A lot of things are happening that morning!
During worship, we’ll receive pledges and giving commitments for 2023 as part of our annual
CONSECRATION SUNDAY!
After worship, our youth group will hold its THANKSGIVING BAKE SALE—with proceeds supporting the
2023 Youth Mission Trip.
Carolyn’s Famous Dinner Rolls
$6 per dozen (FresFrozen)
Cheesecakes (Frozen)
Chocolate, Brownie Bottom,
Plain, or Raspberry
Round $21
Small Round $7
Sampler $21

Come check out the delicious baked goods at our Youth Mission Trip
fundraiser. We will have a great variety of goodies for you to take
home to enjoy just in time for your Thanksgiving Dinner! In addition to
your purchases, we will welcome your donations of baked goods.
Please remember: NO NUTS
In addition to the on-site bake sale, we will be taking advance orders
for rolls and cheesecakes. (Order forms are available on the sound
booth-orders due by November 13.)
Drive through pick up for rolls and cheesecakes will be available from
10:15-11:00 a.m. on the 20th. Contact Carolyn Lancaster at 515-3606764 if you have questions.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Also, after worship, we’ll be getting ready to celebrate the Advent season and Christmas with the Hanging
of the Greens. We’ll be putting up Christmas trees, garlands, banners and more. We can use tall people,
ladder-climbing people, short people, people who can sit, young people, and aging people. You might even
get to help set up decorations outdoors!
All of these festivities will wrap up with a Soup Lunch at 12:00 Noon in the Fellowship Hall. (We’d welcome a couple of additional volunteers to help by bringing soup, bread and/or dessert.)
Do plan to join in that Sunday and stick around for an old-fashioned, inter-generational time when we get
to be the church together!
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‘TIS THE
STEWARDSHIP
SEASON

VALLEY YOUTH FELLOWSHIP TO
HOWELL’S PUMPKIN FARM

During November we’ll be working toward a 2023 budget and inviting you to help us with YOUR
pledges for 2023 giving. Watch for
a mailing and pledge card, mailed
direct to your address. We’ll be
receiving pledge cards during worship on Sunday, November 20,
our Consecration Sunday.
It’s a misnomer, actually, to say
that this is the season for stewardship. We are called throughout the
year to act as good stewards of our
personal resources that include
money, time, and talents. We are
also called to be stewards of the
natural resources with which our
lives intersect. Every day we make
decisions about all those things.
Whether we’ll show up. Whether
we’ll write that check, or keep or
change that monthly electronic
debit.
This fall we celebrated a Season of
Creation remembering the intricacy, wonder, and also the fragility of
all that God has made. One of the
ways we continue to participate in
creation is through our ongoing
connection and support of Valley
UMC and its ministries. Thank you
for all the ways you join in that
work, including your financial
commitments.

The Youth Group spent a beautiful fall day at Howell’s Pumpkin Patch
in Cumming on October 9. Pumpkins and gourds galore! The kids had
a great time on the swings and slides and unique bicycles build for two.
They saw baby goats and got to feed the older ones. They marveled at
the pumpkin launch and even enjoyed a treat or two from the concession stand. It was a wonderful day enjoyed by all at the pumpkin patch!

FALL
TAILGATE
PARTY
Thank you to all who joined
us for a great
afternoon of food and fun
for our Fall Party.

Journey to Bethlehem
Follow the Star
Sunday, December 4
3:00 PM
Begin Advent 2022 in a meaningful way!
Come for a fresh and joyful examination of the
birth of our Savior.
Our Christmas program will be followed
by a dessert potluck!

Everyone is invited!

VALLEY UMC FOUNDATION MINUTE
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

One of the Valley UMC Foundation’s three funds to which gifts can be
made is the Scholarship Fund. This was started by the Men’s Group
quite a number of years ago with the thought of giving students a little
boost in funding their post-secondary education.

BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS AT
VALLEY UMC
SEARCHERS CIRCLE

Join us on Thursday, November
3 at 9:30 a.m. in the St. Andrews
Fellowship Hall. Shirley Lookingbill will host and Lucy Elrick will
provide devotions.
We will be sharing memories of
Shirley Peterson, Virginia Aschan,
Milly Blewitt, Lavonne Miller, Pat
Pommrehn, Marie Mealiff, Shirley
Linthacum, Judy Hale and Rose
Donati-all active members of
Searchers Circle who passed away
2019-2022.
We will collect donations for Bidwell Riverside in memory of these
devoted ladies. In addition, we will
be collecting items for Bidwell’s
clothing closet where items are
provided free to their clients.

Remember that currently the Foundation only gives grants to the
Church. That means that scholarship applications are processed by the
Church which actually is the organization that grants the scholarships.
The church then requests funding from the Foundation.

All are welcome, contact Carolyn
Santi at 515-480-9694 if you have
questions.

In recent years, scholarships have been given to members who are college students. In more distant past, scholarships have been given to
members to help fund their post-graduate religious schooling. We currently have about $30,800 in the Education Fund. We are happy to report that scholarships have recently been granted to all applicants including members who are in any level of college.

Men’s Group will meet at 8:00
a.m. on Saturday, November 12.
Looking ahead: Saturday,
December 10 at the Machine Shed
Restaurant.

Questions about the Scholarship Fund may be directed to any Valley
UMC Foundation Board member. They are Doyle Sanders, Jim Lewis,
Larry Hutzell, Charity Coates, Emory Cleveland, Andra Sims, Bonnie
Constant, Carolyn Lancaster and Bob Schneider. Questions about the
church’s policy in granting scholarships may be directed to the Church
Council through the Church office.

MONTHLY WORKDAY

Please remember when making gifts to the Foundation, the exact name
is the “Valley UMC Foundation.”

MEN’S GROUP

NO Workdays in
November or December

VALLEY UMC WEBSITE

PASSION PLAY SCRIPT AVAILABLE
Some of you may know that Rick and Carolyn Santi have just returned
from a trip to Germany where they attended the Passion Play in Oberramagau, Germany. The Santis are making the English script available
to anyone who is interested. The play has been presented every 10 years
since the 1600’s in Oberramagau the most famous and longest running
production in history. If you are interested in reading the Passion Play
script, contact the church office (515-225-8128) to make arrangements.

www.valleyumc.org

Livestream Sunday morning
worship at 9:00 a.m. on
Youtube: ValleyUMC

