
 
 

Valley United Methodist Church 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 
16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Thank you for joining in this worship service! We hope you will enter in the spirit of worship from 

wherever you are, and whenever you join. We’ll follow this order of worship. You’ll have to 

decide whether to stand (*) and sit when invited! If you’re joining in real time, you can add your 

comments and/or prayer requests in the comments on our livestream at this link. Words in bold 

print are read together. Words from our United Methodist Hymnal (UMH), The Faith We Sing 

songbook (FWS) and other sources will appear on screen. We’re so glad you’re here! 

 
Gathering Music Minuet, from Water Music               Handel   
   Prelude on “Morning Hymn”                                   Binckes 
 
Welcome 
 
*Call to Worship  inspired by PSALM 148 
 Greetings to you, mountains and valleys, grassland and scree, 
 glacier, avalanche, mist and snow: 
 give to our God your thanks and praise. 
 Greetings to you, kauri and pine, rata and kowhai, 
 mosses and ferns, Baobab, fynbos, yellowwood and aloe: 
 give to our God your thanks and praise. 
  from Lynn Pedersen, A New Zealand Prayer Book (2016), 457 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs_Hdqd-84IbPMn-oTc3YTw
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*Opening Hymn This Is My Father’s World (UMH 144) 
 
 1-This is my Father’s world,  
 and to my listening ears 
 all nature sings, and round me rings 
 the music of the spheres. 
 This is my Father’s world:   
 I rest me in the thought 
 of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;  
 his hand the wonders wrought. 
 
 2-This is my Father’s world,  
 the birds their carols raise, 
 the morning light, the lily white, 
 declare their maker’s praise. 
 This is my Father’s world:  
 he shines in all that’s fair; 
 in the rustling grass I hear him pass; 
 he speaks to me everywhere.  
 
 3-This is my Father’s world. 
 O let me ne’er forget 
 that though the wrong seems 
 oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 
 This is my Father’s world:  
 why should my heart be sad? 
 The Lord is King; let the heavens ring! 
 God reigns; let the earth be glad! 
 
*Opening Prayer As the sun rises, so does our prayer, loving God. 
 With each new dawn, renew our trust in you, 
 our delight to do justice, 
 and our gladness to be in your presence. Amen.   

Larry Peacock, in Worship & Song Leader’s Edition (2011)., 60 
 

*Peace   The peace of Christ is with you. 
   And also with you. 
 
First Reading  Exodus 3.1-6 
 
3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 
beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, 
yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and 
see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
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called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come 
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem  Deep Peace       Choir 
 
Time with Children  
 
Second Reading Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28 
 
11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind comes from me out of 
the bare heights in the desert toward the daughter of my people, not to winnow or cleanse, 12 a 
wind too strong for that. Now it is I who speak in judgment against them. 
 
22“For my people are foolish; 
    they do not know me; 
they are stupid children; 
    they have no understanding. 
They are skilled in doing evil 
    but do not know how to do good.” 
23 I looked on the earth, and it was complete chaos, 
    and to the heavens, and they had no light. 
24 I looked on the mountains, and they were quaking, 
    and all the hills moved to and fro. 
25 I looked, and there was no one at all, 
    and all the birds of the air had fled. 
26 I looked, and the fruitful land was a desert, 
    and all its cities were laid in ruins 
    before the LORD, before his fierce anger. 

27 For thus says the LORD: The whole land shall be a desolation, yet I will not make a full end. 

28 Because of this the earth shall mourn 
    and the heavens above grow black, 
for I have spoken; I have purposed; 
    I have not relented, nor will I turn back. 
 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Message  Season of Creation: Holy Ground 
 
Making Connections 

In what ways do you experience the earth as “holy ground”? 
Is God is sending a “hot wind” of judgment and destruction on us today, 
like Jeremiah described in his time? 
Have you ever felt afraid to look at God (like Moses was)? 

 
Call to Prayer  Holy Ground (FWS 2272) 
 

We are standing on holy ground, 
    and I know that there are angels all around; 
    let us praise Jesus now; 
    we are standing in his presence on holy ground. 
 
Time of Prayer  
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Time of Offering  
 
Offertory Elegie        Paxton  

              
*Response Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (UMH 95) 
 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise him, all creatures here below; 
  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*Offering Prayer Christ has no body but ours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but ours, 
Ours are the eyes with which He looks compassion on this world, 
Ours are the feet with which He walks to do good, 
Ours are the hands with which He blesses all the world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but ours. 
Bless these gifts, these bodies, our service, to your purposes, Lord, 
for the sake of your precious creation. Amen. 

 adapted from St. Teresa of Ávila (attributed) 
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*Closing Hymn His Eye Is on the Sparrow (FWS 2146) 
 
    1-Why should I feel discouraged?   

Why should the shadows come? 
    Why should my heart be lonely 
    and long for heaven and home, 
    When Jesus is my portion?  

My constant friend is he: 
His eye is on the sparrow,  
and I know he watches me; 
his eye is on the sparrow,  
and I know he watches me. 
  

Refrain-I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, 
 for his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 
 
2-“Let not your heart be troubled,” 
his tender word I hear, 
and resting on his goodness, 
I lose my doubts and fears; 
though by the path he leadeth 
but one step I may see:   
His eye is on the sparrow,  
and I know he watches me; 
his eye is on the sparrow,  
and I know he watches me. Refrain 
 
3-Whenever I am tempted, 
whenever clouds arise, 
when song gives place to sighing, 
when hope within me dies, 
I draw the closer to him, 
from care he sets me free:  
His eye is on the sparrow,  
and I know he watches me; 
his eye is on the sparrow,  
and I know he watches me.  Refrain 

   
*Benediction   
 
Postlude                      A Trumpet Fancy             Martin 
 
Lyrics reprinted under CCLI License # 1530449. Livestream under CCLI Streaming License # 20723100. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

****************************************************************************** 

Sun., Sept. 25     9:00 a.m. Worship in Person and Livestream 
   10:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults 
     5:00 p.m. Game Night with pizza 
Tues., Sept. 27             10:30 a.m. Equity and Justice Team  
Wed., Sept. 28               4:00 p.m. Prayer Group 
     6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal       
  
Sun., October 2 World Communion Sunday 

  9:00 a.m. Worship in Person and Livestream 
               10:30 a.m. Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults 
     3:30 p.m. Charge Conference at Immanuel UMC 
    
Serving us today:  Rev. Lee Schott, Pastor; Karen Hutzell, Organist; Bob and Dawsyn Schulte, 
Ushers; Sherry Robinson and Kim Tyrrell, Nursery Attendants; Carolyn Lancaster, Fellowship; Jaci 
Vega and Clare DeBoef, Tech Team; Nathan Henn, Livestream Greeter. 
 
Check Your Voter Registration! This week was National Voter Registration Day, so it’s a good 
time to ask: Are YOU registered? Here’s the Secretary of State’s link to check that your voter 
registration is current. Some recent law changes make names come off of the list depending on 
whether you’ve voted in some recent elections. DO take a minute to check at the link! If you 
find out you’re not registered, or want to request an absentee ballot, you can find helpful links 
at the Secretary of State site. You can always contact the church office if you need any help 
with this process; we’d be glad to help you.  
 
We are all called to conversation and prayer about our role as U.S. residents and as people of 
faith in exercising our vote. As our United Methodist Social Principles state, “The strength of a 
political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens. The church should 
continually exert a strong ethical influence upon the state, supporting policies and programs 
deemed to be just and opposing policies and programs that are unjust.”  
 
Giving Tree for September-REGGIE’S SLEEPOUT:  Please join us in helping to raise awareness 
and funds to address the critical needs of youth experiencing homelessness in Iowa.  All 
proceeds benefit programs for transition aged youth at YSS and Iowa Homeless Youth 
Centers.  Make your checks available to VUMC marked “Reggies”. 
 
CFUM (Children and Family Urban Ministries) Donations for September:  Your CFUM 
contribution will go twice as far in September!  CFUM has announced that a generous donor 
has offered to match contributions up to $15,000. Make your checks payable to Valley UMC 
marked “CFUM”.  
 

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterreg/regtovote/search.aspx
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterreg/regtovote/search.aspx
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-political-community
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Game Night:  You won’t want to miss!  Another Valley UMC game night, TONIGHT Sunday, 
September 25 at 5:00 p.m. for games and pizza with your Valley friends.  Be sure to sign up on 
Sunday so we can order enough pizza. 
 
Choir Starts Next Week! Our choir will begin its regular weekly rehearsals NEXT Wednesday, 
September 28. We’ll practice from 6-7:00 p.m. each week, working to offer music in worship a 
couple of times a month (or a little more often). Our choir has always included all levels of 
experience and ability. It’s a great community of people who are glad to make a joyful noise to 
the Lord. We are pleased to welcome Bob Gowdey as our interim director for several weeks, 
and we hope you’ll consider joining in. 
 
Special Music for Worship:  We to invite you to share your musical talents at worship across 
the coming months.  Sign up outside the church office or contact Pastor Lee if you have 
questions.  
 
Valley UMC Charge Conference:  Sunday, October 2 at 3:30 p.m. at Immanuel UMC in Des 
Moines.  All members are welcome to attend this meeting with other churches in our circuit 
where we are led by our District Superintendent to conduct the church’s business.  
 
 
 


