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Dear Valley friends,

When our son Gabe was a toddler, he was at our church a lot. This was way before we
had any plans to ever be clergy. But with choir and committees and worship and various activities, Dan and I were present at that church in Cleveland Heights a lot of
hours a week, and after Gabe came along, we did all those things with him in tow.
We didn’t realize quite how much time we all spent there until one day we heard that
Elliott, a toddler friend of his, referred to the church as “Gabe’s house”!
That story came back to me this week when Lynne Henn showed me dozens of pictures of Johnathan—all at the church! These pics follow him from his baptism clear
up to his current service as part of our Tech Team, through four pastors (Emmanuel
Tabelisma, Ken Ferguson, Jeremy Poland, and me) and all kinds of serious and raucous moments. He has truly grown up here!
Of course, that could be said of a lot of us. This is Johnathan’s house just like it’s
Lee’s house, and Rick’s, and Maggie’s, and Starr’s; it belongs to each of us, whether
we’re here from baptism onward or only for a time.
When I look at those Johnathan photos, I’m reminded that it’s not really about the
building; it’s about what we come here to do, and the persons with whom we do it.
We get woven together, as we’ll say on Sunday, into “a community of love and forgiveness,” where we “grow in [our] trust of God” and pray for one another to be “true
disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.” I’ve always loved that vision of what
church is, for and through us.
This Sunday we have the privilege of welcoming Johnathan as a full, professing
member of the church, through the Covenant of Confirmation in which both he and
we make promises to God and to one another. And then we’ll feast. Well—yes, there
will be treats provided by our Christian Development Team, after worship! But in between we’ll come to the communion table together and feast with thanksgiving and
praise. What joy.
We’ll be sure and show some of those pics of Johnathan, along the way. And we’ll
keep making new ones, together.
Blessings,
Pastor Lee
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MAY LECTIONARY
May 1
Acts 9:1-6
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19
May 8
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30
May 15
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31-35
May 22
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29
May 22
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17,
20-21
John 17:20-26

Next VV Deadline:
May 20, 2022
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MISSION AND OUTREACH
WDMHS
NEED OF THE MONTH

DMARC
FOOD PANTRY

This month West Des Moines
Human Services has asked us to
donate soap and deodorant.

April
DONATIONS

$425
Thank you for your support!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Johnathan Henn, our new
confirmand
Rose Donati
Lorrie Hayes
Our world leaders and the
people of Ukraine
Women at the Well Ministry
Pastor Lee and the mission
and ministry at Valley UMC.

INVITATION TO ANTIRACISM
In The Sum of Us, Heather McGhee, shares information from two Harvard Business School professors about the Zero Sum Game. They surveyed white people and found many to feel they are the subjugated race
in America. Many felt that if things are getting better for the blacks, it
must be at the expense of the whites. McGhee points out that we are in
the midst of the Inequality Era. Even in the good economic times before
Covid, 40% of adults were not able to meet their needs for housing,
food, healthcare and utilities. Upward mobility has become stagnant.
Obviously it is not only blacks and people of color who are not able to
meet their needs.
The US population’s income graph used to look like a football with
more in the middle class and fewer in the lower and upper class. Now it
looks like a bow tie with more in the lower and upper class and fewer in
the middle class. In 1989 the biggest corporations paid their CEO’s 58
times what they paid their average workers. Now the biggest 350 companies pay their CEO’s 278 times what they pay their average workers
and almost two dozen companies pay over 1000 times what they pay
their workers. The richest 1 percent own as much wealth as the whole
middle class.
To bring this closer to home, the Principal Financial Group announced
that their earnings for 2021 were above the projected level so their CEO
was getting a bonus of $6.1 million. Last year his bonus was $2.7 million. One wonders if the people who work for the company who did
most of the work for the increase were given big bonuses also. It is hard
to believe that one person should be given a huge bonus for the work of
many. This is part of the reason the bow tie is getting smaller in the
middle and why those who are being pushed out of the middle class are
feeling left out of so many things. It is easier to play the blame game
than to work toward change. McGhee has ideas for how all Americans
can work toward change.

Items can be dropped off at any
time at the church during office
hours: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Monday through Thursday.
Or you can bring
your items Sunday
mornings and leave
them in the bins
provided, either
downstairs by the
entry doors or in the
fellowship hall.

VOLUNTEERING
WITH REFUGEES
Pastor Lee became a volunteer
with US CRI (Committee on Refugees & Immigrants) in March,
and it has been interesting. She’s
driven some Afghani refugees to
medical appointments at Broadlawns. “It’s harder than I expected,” she says, “to spend this
time with people when you really
can’t communicate.” Still, it feels
important. Each week there’s a
long list of needs—for one-time
rides or for ongoing work at the
US CRI office, or to be with kids
while their moms have some supportive time together. “It’s a window into finding yourself in a
completely new place, with all
the barriers of language and culture. Wouldn’t you want to know
there are people who care?”
If you’re interested in exploring
this service as a volunteer, please
be in touch with Pastor Lee and
she’ll get the information to you.
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2022 LENTEN
MISSION TOTALS

UMCOR Sunday
(Formerly known as
One Great Hour of Sharing)


$1197


US Disaster Relief

$1032

GIVING TREE FOCUS FOR MAY:
CAMP WESLEY WOODS
This month’s focus will be our UMC Wesley Woods camp. How many
of you have gone to camp? Do you realize in addition to camps for
young people, there are camps for grandparents and their grandchildren? Family camp is available for all ages and all size families.
Some camps are all about horses. Camps are also designed for exceptional adults. Details can be found at iaumc.org/camps or catalogs are
available in the church office.
Our giving helps keep Wesley Woods open and
available for all. The camp has lists of projects and
volunteers are needed in addition to our giving that
helps pay for the cost of the materials.

THANK YOU!



CFUM’s Supper Club

$1992
Thank you for your support of
our Lenten Mission offerings!

We are a generous group. With only one
week's notice the people of Valley UMC gathered a van full of donations for the Afghanistan refugees. It was so full it was hard to see
out the back window. The volunteers at the US
Committee for Refugees and Immigrants were
very happy to receive our donations of household goods. They estimated the items were
worth $350.

SAVE THE DATE!
AFRICA UNIVERSITY
MISSIONARIES TO VISIT
Larry and Jane Kies, missionaries from Africa
University, will visit our church Wednesday,
August 17. We will have a noon meal and a
program so they can share their news. Watch
for more information as we get nearer to the
event.
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CONFIRMATION
SUNDAY

Come celebrate with Johnathan
Henn as he is confirmed on Sunday, May 1. A reception will be
hosted by the Christian Development Team following worship.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2022
June 27, 28, 29
Valley UMC with Mobile United Methodist Missionaries presents

THE LORD’S PRAYER
STUDY
The Elementary Sunday School
Class celebrated Lent by studying
the Lord’s Prayer for six weeks in
March and April. The prayer,
taught by Jesus, was divided into
six portions and each week the
class talked about the meaning of
the words and how we connect to
those words and apply them to
daily living.
Besides just talking, the class got
busy with their hands: they made
a prayer wheel, a Lord’s Prayer
weaving, and a wall hanging. One
week, they talked about daily
prayer and made and decorated a
personal prayer journal. The sixweek study culminated with a
competitive card game - who
could draw the right cards and
complete the Lord’s Prayer
first?!!
The Elementary Class meets from
10:30 am until 11:30 am Sunday
mornings during the school year.
They have lots of fun and welcome friends who’d like to join!

Spread the word!!
We need ALL OF YOU to invite children to join us from 5:30 to 7:30
each evening. Wherever you are, where there are kids, there’s an opportunity to invite. That might be your grandkids, or great grandkids.
Families in your neighborhood. People you see on your daily walk, or
that you know from your fitness center!
Look for registration information beginning May 22nd
Questions? Contact Sherry Robinson at sherryrobinson@mchsi.com

Time For Camp!
Get registered today! Open to friends and family, too!
What grandkids or neighbors should know about this?
Camp Lake Okoboji or Camp Wesley Woods
Choose from day camp, full-week and half-week camps,
family camp, horse camp and much more!
Financial assistance available through Camperships.
Register online at www.iaumc.org/camps or pick up a
catalogue at church on the lower level in the
Sunday School hallway.
Call the church office with questions.

CUB SCOUT NEWS
As most of you are aware, Valley
UMC holds the charter for a local
Boy Scout Troop and Cub Scout
Pack.
In late March, Pack 242 held their
crossover celebration for Cub
Scouts that will be moving into the
Troop.
Congratulations and best of luck as
you continue with scouting!

CHURCH CONFERENCE

Sunday, May 8
We’ll be holding a **brief**
Church Conference to approve
Valley UMC Foundation officers,
according to its bylaws. Our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr.
Heecheon Jeon, has authorized
Pastor Lee to conduct this holy
conferencing. If you’re joining
that day by livestream and want
to join in the church conference,
please be in touch with the office
by Thursday, May 7 so that we
can make arrangements to include
you via Zoom. Questions? Contact Pastor Lee or Foundation
chair Doyle Sanders.

VALLEY UMC FOUNDATION MINUTE
GIVING THAT WILL NOT AFFECT YOUR POCKETBOOK
Gifts to The Valley UMC Foundation need not affect your pocketbook.
While we are happy to receive cash gifts, our fund-raising focus is on
what we call “planned gifts.” These are gifts that you plan during your
lifetime but go into effect at the time of your passing. This is a way of
leaving a legacy that will serve Valley United Methodist Church as long
as it exists.
Planned gifts are easy, sometimes profitable, and always painless. The
easiest and most profitable is to name Valley UMC Foundation as a
beneficiary of your retirement fund. Proceeds of your IRA or 401(k)
are taxable to your family members at ordinary income tax rates if they
are your beneficiaries. For some, this may be a 40% income tax. Gifts
to The Valley UMC Foundation from retirement funds avoid that tax
because the Foundation is a charity.
Naming the Foundation as beneficiary of your commercial annuity often
has a similar tax-saving effect because a portion of most annuity death
benefit is taxable as ordinary income. So, again, you can leverage your
gift to the Foundation which pays no income tax.

Two of the easiest ways of giving but with no particular income tax
benefit are to name the Foundation as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy or your will.

BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS AT
VALLEY UMC
SEARCHERS CIRCLE

Join us on Thursday, May 5 at
9:30 a.m. in the St. Andrews
Fellowship Hall as we gather for
programming, business matters
and Christian fellowship!
All are invited to attend, we
would love to have some new
faces join us! If you have questions, please contact Carolyn
Santi at 515-987-4610 or
csantiwaukee@gmail.com.
MEN’S GROUP

Men’s Group is meeting at 8:00
a.m. on Saturday, April 30. Be
sure to watch announcements for
future Men’s Group meeting dates
and events.
Contact Sang-ki Han at
sangkihan3@gmail.com if you
have questions.

MONTHLY WORKDAY
Saturday, May 28
9-11:00 a.m.

VALLEY UMC WEBSITE
www.valleyumc.org

Regardless, you should seek the assistance of a qualified attorney for
most of these ideas. Planned gifts are profitable by avoiding taxes.
They are painless because you continue to enjoy the fruits of your labor
and all that God has given you as long as you live, and you never have
to give even one dime to the Foundation during your lifetime.
Questions about your gifts to the Foundation may be asked of The Valley UMC Foundation Board members. They are Doyle Sanders, Rose
Donati, Jim Lewis, Larry Hutzell, Charity Coates, Emory Cleveland,
Andra Sims, Bonnie Constant, and Carolyn Lancaster.

Livestream Sunday morning
worship at 9:00 a.m. on
Youtube: ValleyUMC

