
 
 

Valley United Methodist Church 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Sunday, September 19, 2021—9:00 a.m. 

17TH
 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

50th Anniversary Celebration 
 

* means please stand as you are able 
bold words are your part; regular print is the leader 

 
Gathering Music this organ is Valley’s second one; it was dedicated in worship  

 on September 20, 1991, thirty years ago tomorrow! 

Vivace, from Grand Concerto No. 2                                                         Handel  
   Improvisation on Two American Hymn Tunes                                          Smith 
    
Welcome   
 
*Call to Worship adapted from Valley’s first worship service, October 1971 

Let us remember Abraham 
   who, though he did not know where he was going,  
    nevertheless followed the Lord. 
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Let us remember Moses 
   who, though he had sinned by taking a life, 
    was used by the Lord to lead a people. 
   Let us remember Mary  
   who, though the angel’s invitation would change everything, 
    gave herself over to God’s plan. 
   Let us remember Jesus 
   who, though he was human as we are, 
    revealed God in all he did and said. 
   Let us remember the generations of Valley United Methodist Church 
   who, though imperfect and incomplete, 
    have faithfully sought to serve God year by year, and day by day. 
  
*Opening Hymn God of the Ages (UMH 698)         sung at the building consecration svc March 10, 1974 

 
 1-God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
 leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
 of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
 our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 
 
 2-Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 
 in this free land with thee our lot is cast; 
 be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
 thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 
 
 3-From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
 be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
 thy true religion in our hearts increase; 
 thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
  
 4-Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 
 lead us from night to never-ending day; 
 fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
 and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 
 

*Opening Prayer  adapted from the building consecration service, March 10, 1974 

O God, you built your church upon the foundations of the apostles and 
prophets, with Jesus Christ as the chief cornerstone. Save the 
community of your people from cowardly surrender to the world, from 
rendering unto Caesar what belongs to you, and from forgetting the 
eternal gospel amid the temporal pressures of our troubled days. For 
the unity of the church we pray, and for her fellowship across the 
embittered lines of race and nation; and to her growth in grace, her 
building in love, her enlargement in service, her increase in wisdom, 
faith, charity, and power. Amen. 
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*Peace   The peace of Christ is with you. 
   And also with you. 
 
A Greeting from Bishop Laurie Haller 
 
Time with Children  
 
Anthem Trees of the Field  Valley Adult Choir 

 
Scripture Reading Psalm 1     
 

1 Happy are those 
  who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 
or take the path that sinners tread, 

or sit in the seat of scoffers; 
2 but their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

and on his law they meditate day and night. 
3 They are like trees 

planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, 

and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper. 

 
4 The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
Message Peaks and Valleys Rev. Angie Loomis, who with her husband Randy  

was a member of Valley from 1989 until 2005 when she followed  

God’s call to ordained ministry. Angie has served at the Corydon  

parish, at Manning & Manilla, and since 2014 at Ankeny First UMC.  

We are blessed to have her with us this morning. 

 
Call to Prayer Ten Thousand Reasons “Full Measure” ensemble, circa 2000 

 
    Refrain   Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 
Worship His holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 
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1-The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning, 
It’s time to sing your song again. 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes Refrain 

 
2-You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find   Refrain 

 
3-And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore Refrain 

 
Time of Prayer  
 
The Lord’s Prayer Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Special Music Bless This House Will Smith, who has offered this song at numerous 

commemorative services beginning when the  

building was consecrated on March 10, 1974 

 
A Litany for the 50th Anniversary adapted from litany shared at Valley’s 10th Anniversary 

 

   Almighty God, on this day of special celebration, we focus our minds 
   and lift our hearts in gratitude, praise, and thanksgiving. 
 

   For the foresight of those a half century ago who envisioned a new  
congregation of your people: 
 We give thanks. 
For the commitment and patience of those same people who struggled 
together through the difficult tasks of bringing together the dream of a 
new church and the needs of a faithful remnant: 
 We give thanks. 
For the joys and blessings of our days of study and worship in the 
Western Hills School: 
 We praise your name. 
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For the love and fellowship expressed and felt in new members who 
joined in the commitment to erect, and later to expand, a house of 
worship in this place: 
 We praise your name. 
For the new and different paths that we have been given to travel, the 
unique expressions of our faith and experiences of worship: 
 We lift our voices in thanksgiving. 
For the leadership that has been developed among us, the use of our 
many talents, the creativity so evident in our midst: 
 We lift our voices in thanksgiving. 
For your lovingkindness in suffering through our pain, the continuing 
presence of your Spirit in our struggles, and your prodding always to 
reach a little beyond our grasp in being your Church: 
 Our hearts are filled with grateful praise. 
Now as we look to days ahead, in praise and thanksgiving for days past, 
we commit ourselves to your will for us and your kingdom. 

We will be your church. We will offer ourselves in love and 
caring. We will seek to follow your guidance. We will serve as 
your hands, your feet, and your voice in bringing the love of your 
Son Jesus to your people of this community and beyond.  

May our next decades bring your kingdom closer, manifest in the 
deepening of faith, the expanding of wisdom and understanding, the 
strengthening of bonds of fellowship, and the growth of our church 
community. 

All praise, gratitude, and thanksgiving be unto you through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

   
Time of Offering We present these gifts, O God, 
 in the confidence that healing, hope and wholeness 
 will flourish through them 
 and because of them. Amen.    Worship & Song Leader’s Edition (2011), 107 
 
*Closing Hymn You Are the Seed (UMH 583)  
  
    1-You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; 
    you’re a star that will shine in the night; 
    you are the yeast and a small grain of salt, 
    a beacon to glow in the dark. 

You are the dawn that will bring a new day; 
    you’re the wheat that will bear golden grain; 
    you are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, 
    my witnesses where’er you go. 
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Refrain  Go, my friends, go to the world,  
    proclaiming love to all,  
    messengers of my forgiving peace, 
    eternal love. 
    Be, my friends a loyal witness,  
    from the dead I arose; 
    “Lo, I’ll be with you forever, 
    till the end of the world.” 

 
    2-You are the flame that will lighten the dark 
    sending sparkles of hope, faith, and love; 
    you are the shepherds to lead the whole world 
    through valleys and pastures of peace. 
    You are the friends that I chose for myself, 
    the word that I want to proclaim. 
    You are the new kingdom built on a rock 
    where justice and truth always reign.  Refrain. 
     

3-You are the life that will nurture the plant; 
    you’re the waves in a turbulent sea; 
    yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise, 
    a new loaf of bread it will yield. 
    There is no place for a city to hide, 
    nor a mountain can cover its might; 
    may your good deeds show a world in despair 
    a path that will lead all to God. Refrain. 
 
*Benediction   
 
Postlude Alla Maestoso  Corelli 
   
 
Photo by Михаил Павленко on Unsplash. Lyrics reprinted under CCLI License # 1530449. Livestream 

under CCLI Streaming License # 20723100. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://unsplash.com/@pavlenko?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/planting?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
****************************************************************************** 

Calendar:   Week of September 19-September 26 
 

TODAY, September 19 Valley UMC 50th Anniversary Celebration  

9:00 a.m. Worship In Person and LiveStream    

10:15 a.m. Pre-recorded video sharing in sanctuary 

10:30 a.m. Sharing time in sanctuary 

11:30 a.m. Lunch in Fellowship Hall or Outside 

12:15 p.m. Talent Show in sanctuary 

Monday, September 20  6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts               

Tuesday, September 21           October Valley View Deadline 

 6:30 p.m. Church Council 

Wednesday, September 22   1:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Gazebo 

 4:00 p.m. Prayer Group 

Thursday, September 23  2:00 p.m. Antiracism Group 

Saturday, September 25  9:00 a.m. September Work Day 

Sunday, September 26  9:00 a.m. Worship In Person and LiveStream  

     10:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages    

                           

October Valley View Deadline:  Tuesday, September 21 

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Opportunity:  We still need 3 people to volunteer at the 
ReStore on Tuesday, September 21 from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Contact Deb Stensrud at 515-
490-4808 or the church office for details to sign up.  
 
Fourth Saturday Work Day:  Come lend a hand on Saturday, September 25 from 9-11:00 a.m. 

for projects in and around the church with projects for all ages.  Thank you to those who have 

helped all summer!   

West Des Moines Human Services Need of the Month:  Diapers and wipes. 
 


